
Between March 2020 and March 2021, the United States federal government passed three relief packages that included more than $190 
billion of funding for K-12 education under the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER). According to the 
packagaes, the funding may be used for a variety of initiatives to help schools safely reopen and address learning loss. Use this worksheet 
to help identify the challenges your district is facing and how they may align with solutions and potential uses of funding.

Federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) - ($13.5 billion)

2020 2021

Purchasing Timelines 

Funding Overview 

2022

Funds are available for obligation through September 30, 2022Passed on March 27, 2020 

2020 2021

Passed on December 27, 2020 

The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act  - ($54.3 billion) 

The American Rescue Plan Act - ($122.7 billion) 

2022 2023

Funds are available for obligation through September 30, 2023

2021 2022

Passed on March 21, 2021 

2023 2024

Funds are available for obligation through September 30, 2024
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The K-12 Federal COVID-19 Relief 
Packages Allocation Worksheet 



Eligible Technology Solutions  

Check if You Have 
This Challenge at 
Your District 
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Potential Uses 
of Funding

Using high-quality  assessments 
that are valid and reliable, to 
accurately assess students’ 
academic progress and assist 
educators in meeting students’ 
academic needs.(American 
Rescue Plan Act, 2021, H.R. 1319 
U.S.C. § 2001 (e)(2)(N)(i))

Purchasing educational 
technology that aids in regular 
and substantive educational 
interactions between students 
and their classroom instructors. 
(CARES Act, 2020, H.R. 748 
U.S.C. § 18003(d)(9))

Addressing learning loss by 
providing information and 
assistance to parents and families 
on how they can effectively 
support students. (American 
Rescue Plan Act, 2021, H.R. 
1319 U.S.C. § 2001 (e)(2)(N)(iii))

Purchasing educational 
technology that aids in regular 
and substantive educational 
interactions between students 
and their classroom instructors. 
(CARES Act, 2020, 748 U.S.C. § 
18003(d)(9)) 

Purchasing educational 
technology that aids in regular 
and substantive educational 
interactions between students 
and their classroom instructors. 
(CARES Act, 2020, H.R. 748 
U.S.C. § 18003(d)(9)) 

Purchasing educational 
technology to aid in regular 
and substantive interaction 
between students and their 
classroom instructors including 
children with disabilities. 
(American Rescue Plan Act, 
2021, H.R. 1319 U.S.C. § 2001 
(e)(2)(K)) 

Purchasing educational 
technology that aids in regular 
and substantive educational 
interactions between students 
and their classroom instructors.
(CARES Act, 2020, H.R. 748 U.S.C. 
§ 18003(d)(9))

The Challenge 

Evaluating student 
performance. 

Maintaining and sharing 
grades in a digital environment 
where teachers and students 
are already spending their 
time for instruction. 

Establish a learning experience 
that maintains active student 
involvement and collaboration 
in a digital setting.

Giving all students and 
community members equal 
access to online content for 
learning and engagement. 

Understanding which students 
are struggling and how to best 
support them and their families 
to keep or get them on track. 

Providing tools and creating 
spaces that enable safe, 
personalized interactions 
between students and teachers. 

Connecting students and 
teachers in a virtual environment 
for learning and instruction. 

Potential Solution 

A learning management system 
that helps track learning progress 
and areas for improvement 
based on assignments, grades, 
and classwork data. 

A learning management system 
that integrates with your SIS to 
manage and display grades.  

Assistive technology that 
addresses the needs of students 
and community members with 
disabilities to create equal 
access to both class content 
and website content.

A collaboration platform that 
brings students together in a 
virtual setting with audio, video, 
screen sharing, whiteboards, 
and more. 

A tool that gives you a clear picture 
of learning activity across your 
district and provides your 
leadership with ideas of what 
to work on next. 

A two-way communication tool 
that creates a safe environment 
where students, parents, and 
teachers can work together to 
create a supportive  and positive 
learning experience.

A learning management system 
that supports learning in different 
locations through digital 
assignments, collaboration, 
grades, and assessments. 

Blackboard Learn 

Blackboard Learn 

Blackboard 
Analytics

Blackboard 
Reach

Blackboard 
Collaborate 

Blackboard Ally 

Blackboard Learn 

Blackboard 
Collaborate 

Challenge
Category

Remediation and 
Assessment 

Gradebook

Collaboration 
Software

Digital Accessibility 

Data Analytics

Social-Emotional 

Virtual Classroom 

Blackboard May
Be Able To Help



Contact us to take the next step towards resolving your highest priority challenges 
with our solutions.

Visit our funding resource center for more information, videos, and blogs. 

Watch the recording of our latest webinar, How to Close the Digital Learning Opportunity Gap 
with the American Rescue Plan. 

References: 

Check if you have 
this challenge at 
your district 

Blackboard 
Community 
Engagement 

Blackboard 
Mass Notifications

CARES Act, H.R. 748 U.S.C. § 
18003 (2020). Direct Link

American Rescue Plan Act, H.R. 
1319 U.S.C. § 2001 (2021)  
Direct Link

Blackboard Mass 
Notifications 

Blackboard Web 
Community Manager 

Blackboard Mobile 
Communications 
App 

Blackboard Learn 

Blackboard Mass 
Notifications 

Blackboard Web 
Community Manager 

Blackboard Learn 

Blackboard Mobile 
Communications 
App 

Potential Uses 
of Funding

Addressing learning loss by 
providing information and 
assistance to parents and families 
on how they can effectively 
support students. (American 
Rescue Plan Act, 2021, H.R. 
1319 U.S.C. § 2001 (e)(2)(N)(iii)) 

Addressing learning loss by 
providing information and 
assistance to parents and families 
on how they can effectively 
support students. (American 
Rescue Plan Act, 2021, H.R. 
1319 U.S.C. § 2001 (e)(2)(N)(iii)) 

Addressing learning loss among 
students, including low-income 
students, children with disabilities, 
English learners, racial and 
ethnic minorities, students 
experiencing homelessness, 
and children and youth in 
foster care. 
(American Rescue Plan Act, 
2021, H.R. 1319 U.S.C. § 2001 
(e)(2)(N)) 

Planning and implementing 
activities related to summer 
learning
 opportunities. 
(CARES Act, 2020, H.R. 748 
U.S.C. § 18003(d)(11)) 

The Challenge

Keeping families and community 
members up to date with the 
latest district, school, and 
classroom information. 

Engaging families across 
technology, language, and 
socio-economic divides. 

Notifying parents of 
student attendance in an 
automated and timely 
manner. 

Making it easy for parents and 
students to be aware of summer 
learning opportunities and 
making them accessible to all 
students. 

Potential Solution 

An integrated solution that 
simplifies communication 
needs for all stakeholders and 
across all channels including 
website, mobile app, email, 
voice, text, and social media. 

A mass notification system that 
integrates with your SIS to 
automatically communicate 
attendance notices to parents. 

Communications tools that 
assist  district and school leaders 
with notifying families about all 
learning opportunities, including 
summer learning programs.

Communication tools with 
automatic machine translation 
capabilities for reaching families 
across multiple channels and 
devices based on their preferences.

Challenge
Category

Notifications 
& Communications 

Attendance 

Notifications 
& Communications 

Notifications
 & Communications 

Digital Accessibility 

Take the next step 
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Disclaimer: The content in this document is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.
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