North Carolina
Virtual Public
School Improves
Student Outcomes
How can a 700-square-foot office make an enormous positive impact
on the entire K-12 educational system of North Carolina? Just ask
Bryan Setser of the North Carolina Virtual Public School (NCVPS),
who, through an aggressive distance learning program featuring
Blackboard Collaborate, has helped improve student achievement
throughout the state while also saving the state hundreds of
thousands of dollars.
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Perhaps even more compelling than this significant increase
in student achievement is that NCVPS staff have found Blackboard Collaborate to be so flexible and comprehensive that
they now use it even more for non-academic purposes – such
as meetings and professional development – than for classes.
McCary first started using Blackboard Collaborate as a means
for connecting ‘singleton’ teachers. In other words, he would
allow the sole French or AP teacher in a small school to connect
live online with a fellow French or AP teacher at another small
school somewhere else in the state. By building these peer

around the state. Once this meeting concludes, each of
these 21 senior leaders then hold meetings via Blackboard
Collaborate with their own teams, and then they’ll all stay
in-touch throughout the week as well.
“With Blackboard Collaborate, there’s constant access to
education from students and teachers. Everyone lauds
Blackboard Collaborate for on-demand access to keep
up with leaders and with each other. Had we not had the
return-on-investment from Blackboard Collaborate, we’d be
out of business.”
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