South Carolina Saves
Money and Improves
Student Success
If a school reported a 75% success rate (the percentage of students
that pass their courses) in a state whose average success rate hovers
around the 65% mark, that should be considered a success, right? Well,
what if another school had a success rate of 88.8%? That would sound
almost too good to be true. But in this case, fantasy is a reality as the
South Carolina Virtual School Program (SCVSP) has far exceeded state
averages, thanks in large part to a full curriculum of highly-engaging and
effective online courses powered by Blackboard Collaborate.
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For instance, throughout the state there are numerous professional development courses that teach teachers about
technologies available to them in the classroom such as
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Further, the State DOE also conducts trainings on other
tools like the state’s online registration system. Prior to
budget cuts, trainers and teachers all traveled to Columbia,
SC to learn the new systems. But since the budget cuts, the
state can no longer reimburse travel costs, so everything is
conducted via Blackboard Collaborate.
“We can conduct the trainings basically same way we did

officials permitted her to take a full Blackboard Collaborateenabled course load online (normally students can only
take three classes all year at SCVSP), enabling her to keep
pace with her classmates and graduate on time. She even
ended up going to college in Fall 2010!
Saving time. Saving money. Improving Grades. Improving
lives. Thanks to SCVSP and Blackboard Collaborate.

them face-to-face,” says Mitchell. “A lot of other offices are
using Blackboard Collaborate in similar ways. So instead of
conducting a training in which state trainers went to into a
school to meet with the principals or teachers, now, because
we’re unable to provide reimbursements, we simply offer
online sessions with administrators from the school districts
rather than travel.”
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